BRITISH  MILITARY STRENGTH
United States is considered to be impossible so that the
15 battleships of the U.S. Navy are practically regarded,
though probably erroneously, as Great Britain's second
line of defence.
In a new war along the lines of the World War Great
Britain's battle fleet would be so superior to its enemies
that it would have much greater freedom of movement
than it had during the last war when it was compelled
to hold itself in readiness for a naval battle in the
North Sea at a moment's notice. In a new war the
chief task of the fleet as a whole could be the defence
of British sea-borne commerce. However, for this
purpose a large number of smaller vessels, which are
more suited to dealing with aeroplanes and submarines,
is necessary, and Great Britain would be better off
to-day if she still had the 277 cruisers and torpedo boats
of 1914 instead of having to make do with between
129 and 180 cruisers and destroyers. However, even
these figures are fairly high, and they can be strength-
ened by special auxiliary vessels.
In its task of protecting British shipping on the
high seas the British Navy will have the support of a
powerful naval air arm. At the moment there are no
less than six aircraft carriers in commission and a
further five on the stocks. When these new aircraft
carriers have been launched Great Britain will have
almost twice as many such vessels as either Japan or
the United States, which have six aircraft carriers
each, and share second place on the world list. In
addition there is a hydroplane carrier which is already